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AGRI-BIOTECH PTY LTD - CHINESE PARTNERSHIP 
Statement by Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Industry and Enterprise) [2.05 pm]:  I am pleased to inform the 
house of another landmark in the development of the local biotechnology industry.  Western Australian 
biotechnology company Agri-BIOTECH Pty Ltd has this week successfully secured a commercial partnership 
with the Chinese investment company Golden Bells Development Ltd to develop and market its innovative 
“healthy” milk products.  The deal will see Agri-BIOTECH’s milk products sold in Asia, with the long-term aim 
of expanding distribution to other parts of the world. 

Agri-BIOTECH has perfected a method of increasing antibodies in cows’ milk.  Antibodies are produced by the 
body in response to an invasion of foreign substances such as bacteria, viruses or proteins.  The company has 
designed a technique that implants biodegradable pellets in the dairy cow that slowly release antigens.  This 
leads to more antibodies in the cow’s milk.  A person who drinks the milk will receive extra antibodies to fight 
and prevent sickness in the stomach.  There are many benefits in producing antibodies in milk, including a 
guaranteed supply, high volume and low production costs.  This is a great outcome for Agri-BIOTECH, which 
has spent many years developing this exciting product and is now seeing real outcomes.  WA’s biotechnology 
industry is going from strength to strength and this partnership proves that the industry has what it takes to 
compete in the global market. 

I also acknowledge the work done by several government agencies to ensure that this partnership came to 
fruition.  Agri-BIOTECH was first introduced to Golden Bells on a biotechnology trade mission to Japan 
in 2005.  Since then, it has been building a relationship with the help of WA government officers in Japan, the 
Department of Agriculture and Food and the Department of Industry and Resources.  
 


